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Remarks and Instructions at Domestic Events
On Current Situation and Priorities of Outbreak Control

Party committees and governments at all levels must put people’s health and life first, make methodical plans, pool resources from across the nation, and take effective measures to resolutely contain the COVID-19 outbreak. Efforts must be made to treat the patients by all possible means, expeditiously identify the source of virus infection and dynamics of transmission, strengthen monitoring of all cases, and improve the procedures for handling them. It is important to release timely information and deepen international cooperation. Moreover, public outreach must be improved through accurate interpretation of relevant policy measures to maintain social stability.

—Instructions on fighting the COVID-19 outbreak, 20 January

With confidence, unity, science-based approach and targeted response, we must race against time in the fight against the virus, resolutely contain the outbreak and win this battle.

—Remarks at a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, 3 February

At this critical juncture of outbreak control, it is crucial to operate in a law- and science-based and orderly way. The more demanding the task, the more important that our approach be law-based. We must coordinate the prevention and control measures in accordance with law to ensure smooth implementation.

—Remarks at the third meeting of the Commission for Overall Law-based Governance of the CPC Central Committee, 5 February

The outbreak remains very serious. Party committees and governments at all levels should resolutely implement the CPC Central Committee’s decisions and policies, and work with strong confidence and unity and in a science-based and targeted way. They must step up the efforts to stem the spread of the outbreak with greater confidence, tenacity and more decisive measures and by relying on the people. We will win this all-out, people’s war and stop the outbreak.

—Remarks during an inspection of outbreak control efforts in Beijing, 10 February

Ensuring people’s health and life is a major item on the Party’s governance agenda. We must focus on the immediate priorities and take science-based and targeted measures to defeat the outbreak. More importantly, we must draw experience and lessons to enhance preparedness in the future. In light of the deficiencies exposed this time, we must work swiftly to address them, plug loopholes and shore up weak links. We must adhere to good practices, make improvements where necessary, establish new mechanisms where needed, and ensure solid implementation. The mechanism for preventing and controlling major epidemics and the national public health emergency management system must both be improved.

—Remarks at the 12th meeting of the Central Commission for Comprehensively Deepening Reform, 14 February

The fight against the outbreak is a major test for China’s system and capacity for governance. We need to review and strengthen our epidemic response, innovate and improve the institutions and mechanisms for preventing and controlling major epidemics, establish a sound national public health emergency management system, and enhance preparedness for major public health emergencies.

—Remarks at the 12th meeting of the Central Commission for Comprehensively Deepening Reform, 14 February

The COVID-19 outbreak is a major public health emergency, one that is fastest spreading, most widely affecting and most difficult to contain since the founding of the People’s Republic in 1949. It is a crisis and a major test for us. Thanks to our extraordinary prevention and control efforts, there are growing indications that the situation is turning for the better. This proves that the CPC Central Committee’s assessment of the situation is correct, the response plans it made are timely, and the measures taken are effective. The progress in outbreak control once again demonstrates the great strengths of the CPC’s leadership and the system of socialism with Chinese characteristics.

—Remarks at a meeting on implementing coordinated steps to fight the COVID-19 outbreak and ensure economic and social development, 23 February

The Chinese nation has endured many trials and tribulations in the past but has never been crushed by them. Instead, it has emerged more resilient and stronger. I am confident about our eventual triumph over the outbreak. We have the resolute leadership of the CPC Central Committee, the clear strengths of the socialist system with Chinese characteristics and a strong mobilization capacity. Our country now has much greater composite strength. We also have tremendous unity across our Party, our military and all ethnic groups in China. With all these, we will definitely defeat the outbreak, and definitely sustain the good momentum of economic and social development. We will meet the goal of achieving moderate prosperity in our society and eradicating extreme poverty in China.

​—Remarks at a meeting on implementing coordinated steps to fight the COVID-19 outbreak and ensure economic and social development, 23 February

We are consolidating the positive momentum in outbreak control across the country and resuming economic and social development at a faster pace. That said, the situation in Hubei Province in general and Wuhan in particular remains complicated and serious, and the risk of a resurgence in other regions must not be underestimated. At such a critical moment, it is all the more important to give the right guidance and help all sectors gain a full understanding of and act on the decisions and plans of the CPC Central Committee. While outbreak control remains a continuing priority, efforts must be stepped up to achieve economic and social development.

—Remarks at a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, 26 February

On Mobilization Order to All CPC Members, Armed Forces and Chinese People

Human lives are paramount. The outbreak is a rallying call, and outbreak control is everyone’s responsibility. Party committees and governments at all levels must follow the decisions and plans of the Party Central Committee, and mobilize all sectors of society, make methodical arrangements and step up work across the board. People’s health and life is our top priority, and epidemic prevention and control the most important task. With confidence, unity, science-based approach and targeted response, we will win the battle against the outbreak.
—Remarks at a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, 25 January

Under the unified command of the Party Central Committee and the Central Military Commission and with their character as the people’s military firmly in mind, the entire PLA must act quickly to take on more responsibilities, meet tough challenges head on, and actively support epidemic control efforts. The PLA is entrusted with treating patients at Huoshenshan Hospital in Wuhan. This shows that the Party and people have great trust in the military. To live up to the trust and fulfill its mission, the PLA must strengthen organization and guidance, intensify coordination with civilian authorities, provide science-based treatment and ensure sound self-protection. The relevant military hospitals must do their best in treating patients and the PLA research institutes must strive for scientific breakthroughs, so as to contribute to our victory over the outbreak.

—Instructions to the armed forces on outbreak prevention and control, 29 January

In the fight against the outbreak, problems such as formalities for formalities’ sake and bureaucratism have been reported in some localities. At such a critical moment, it is all the more important to have a clear chain of command and make unified arrangements. Community-level officials need to focus on front-line work, instead of being burdened or distracted by unnecessary formalities and bureaucratism. The fight is an opportunity for testing and evaluating the performance of officials. Those who fail to do their job or make a mess of their job, or who lack drive or ability must be held accountable without delay and removed from office immediately in serious cases.

—Remarks at a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, 3 February

It is important to improve legislation on epidemic prevention and control, strengthen supporting mechanisms, refine penalty procedures, and enhance public security protection, with the aim of building a legal framework that is well conceived, procedure-based and efficiently functioning. It is also important to strictly enforce laws and regulations on epidemic containment and emergency response, strengthen risk assessment, make prudent and law-based decisions, and implement control measures in strict accordance with law in order to resolutely prevent the spread of the outbreak.

—Remarks at the third meeting of the Central Commission for Overall Law-based Governance, 5 February

Communities are the first line of defense in our comprehensive response to the outbreak, and also the most effective defense against the importation of cases and intra-city transmission. Hold this line, and we can cut off the routes of transmission. All sub-national governments should leverage the full role of communities in containing the outbreak, channel resources to them, and see that all response measures are implemented to the full. All communities must become impregnable fortresses in the fight against the outbreak. Performance in the outbreak response will be seen as a test of the efficacy of the “stay true to the CPC’s founding mission” campaign and also its extension. Primary-level CPC organizations must provide political guidance and Party members must play an exemplary role. In this way, all residents will be mobilized and build a line of defense against the outbreak.

Outbreak control is a tough struggle to ensure the health and life of the people. Party committees and governments at all levels must resolutely act on the decisions and plans of the CPC Central Committee and implement the response measures to the fullest extent and down to the last detail. Party and government officials at all levels must take charge of front-line efforts and step up to their responsibilities. Party members and officials must operate in the front-line, hold the ground, meet their responsibilities and dedicate themselves fully to each and every task and dimension of outbreak response. A major challenge like this is a good opportunity to evaluate the performance of officials. Those with outstanding performance should be commended, awarded and assigned more important roles. Those who act in a perfunctory manner, shirk responsibilities and play blame games must be held accountable without leniency. We must mobilize and rely on the people, and unite as one to win the people’s war against the epidemic. 

—Remarks during an inspection of outbreak control efforts in Beijing, 10 February
Medical workers are the mainstay in defeating the disease. It is critical to protect them, care for them and give them full support so that they can stay strong and healthy and focus on fighting the outbreak with full energy and high spirits.

—Instructions on protecting and caring for medical workers, 19 February

While fully recognizing the gains we have made so far, we must remain sober-minded that the epidemic dynamics remains fluid and complex, and our fight is at a most demanding stage. At this moment, it is imperative to guard against any tendency to let down our guard, become weary, take chances or slacken efforts. Otherwise, we will face serious consequences and risk all previous gains. Party committees and governments at all levels must continue to make unremitting efforts with confidence and resolve to implement all prevention and control measures to the fullest extent. No victory can be declared until the virus is completely defeated.

As strong wind reveals the strength of grass, demanding missions test the loyalty of officials. Whether a decisive victory can be clinched in this all-out, people’s war against the epidemic is a major test for Party organizations, members and officials at all levels. Party organizations at all levels must take charge and, in particular, ensure solid implementation of the decisions and plans made by the CPC Central Committee down to the last detail. Let the Party flags fly high on the front-line of the fight against the epidemic.

To know whether an official is politically solid, one has to see if he is dependable at crucial moments. Only those who can rise to the occasion and lead the charge in the face of danger are to be called “true Communists”. We must harden our resolve (like bamboos taking deep roots), make tenacious efforts (as if revenging an arch enemy) and devote ourselves fully to defeating the epidemic. We must take a problem-oriented approach, sort through problems that hinder our response at various levels, remove them one by one, and truly implement all response measures.

—Remarks at a meeting on implementing coordinated steps to fight the COVID-19 outbreak and ensure economic and social development, 23 February

On Maintaining Social Stability and Steady Economic Performance

Hard-hit regions should focus on epidemic control. Other regions should advance various endeavors of reform, development and stability in a coordinated way while controlling the outbreak. In these regions, robust efforts must be made to secure a decisive victory in achieving moderate prosperity in all respects and in eradicating extreme poverty. There should be no slackening or hesitation in completing these key tasks.

—Remarks at a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, 3 February

The economy and society, underpinned by dynamic flows of activities, must not stagnate for too long. While ensuring effective epidemic control, we must facilitate the resumption of work and production in enterprises and public institutions in regions that are less affected by the epidemic. Returning production and life in those regions to normal is necessary for ensuring adequate supplies for outbreak control and people’s livelihoods and social stability. It is essential for meeting the goals set for this year’s economic and social development, completing the building of a moderately prosperous society in all respects, and delivering the 13th Five-Year Plan. It is also crucial to China’s opening-up and economic stability in the world.

—Remarks at a meeting on implementing coordinated steps to fight the COVID-19 outbreak and ensure economic and social development, 23 February

The presence of greater risks and challenges makes it all the more important for us to ensure the stability of agriculture and food security, including key non-staple foods. Party committees at all levels must take work relating to agriculture, rural areas and farmers as a top priority, and coordinate efforts to complete the key tasks of securing a decisive victory in building a moderately prosperous society in all respects and in eliminating extreme poverty. Agriculture, as a foundation of the economy, must be shored up, and weak links relating to agriculture, rural areas and farmers be strengthened to bolster efforts to defeat the epidemic and meet the goals set for this year’s economic and social development.

—Instructions on spring farming, 25 February

On Communication with the Public

Efforts must be stepped up to make public outreach and media communication more effective. Both online and offline platforms should be leveraged to cover stories, both big and small and both in and outside China, to buoy people’s confidence, convey heart-warming messages, and strengthen cohesion. We need to communicate well to the public the major decisions and guidance of the CPC Central Committee, make detailed coverage on the achievements of the whole-of-government, whole-of-society approach across localities and departments, and present compelling accounts of the heroic deeds of front-line workers battling the outbreak. Those true stories emerging in China’s fight against the outbreak can demonstrate the unity of the Chinese people in this trying time and help pool the strengths of the whole nation to prevail over the epidemic. 

—Remarks at a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, 3 February
We need to communicate well to the public the decisions and guidance of the CPC Central Committee and the importance it places on Wuhan and Hubei Province. The spirit of solidarity demonstrated by other parts of the country toward the worst affected regions and the touching stories of front-line workers should be well presented to demonstrate the strong will of the Chinese people to firm up confidence and tide over the difficulties. It is imperative to release timely and authoritative information in an open and transparent manner to address public concerns, and make publicity better targeted and more effective. More public communication should be made about the Law on the Prevention and Treatment of Infectious Diseases and about ways to prevent communicable diseases to encourage law-based containment efforts across society and enhance the ability of the general public to protect themselves. We must show support and care to healthcare workers, give more publicity to role models and their exemplary deeds, help address any difficulties they encounter on the ground, and meet their living and safety needs and provide compassionate care to the fullest extent possible.

—Remarks during an inspection of outbreak control efforts in Beijing, 10 February
We must continue to communicate the key decisions and guidance of the CPC Central Committee to the public and make extensive coverage on the experience and practices of coordinating epidemic control efforts in different localities. The mechanism for releasing epidemic information should be improved to ensure open, transparent, timely and accurate disclosure as required by law. Touching stories of front-line healthcare workers, officers and soldiers of the People’s Liberation Army, police officers, primary-level cadres and volunteers should be widely reported to boost positive energy among the public, exalt the true, the good, and the beautiful, and promote socialist cultural-ethical progress. Given the changing channels by which the public access information, mainstream media should quickly adapt by building their capacity of online communication. Public concerns must be addressed in a more proactive manner. While well-intentioned criticism, suggestions and recommendations should be seriously considered, attempts at slandering must be rejected outright in accordance with law. 

—Remarks at a meeting on implementing coordinated steps to fight the COVID-19 outbreak and ensure economic and social development, 23 February

On Vaccine Development, Virus Testing and Other Areas of Scientific Research

The epidemic cannot be beaten without strong support from science. It is crucial to scientifically determine the origin of the virus, identify the infection sources and transmission routes as quickly as possible, keep close track of any virus mutation, and develop response strategies and measures accordingly. As I said in 2016, we could look into a system whereby whoever is best able to make breakthroughs on key technologies should be given the chance to lead the research, regardless of their background. 

—Remarks at a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, 3 February

This epidemic is a major test for the emergency response capacity of CDCs at all levels across the country. While demonstrating the high morale of responders and the distinct strengths of our system, this outbreak has exposed quite a few deficiencies. We must take on the fundamental task of developing a nationwide disease control system and modernize the system by cultivating more high-caliber professionals at different levels and scaling up research and legislation efforts in this field. 

—Remarks during an inspection of outbreak control efforts in Beijing, 10 February 

Our understanding of COVID-19, a previously unknown virus, is still limited. A multi-disciplinary approach should therefore be adopted to bolster theoretical research on the source of the virus and its transmission dynamics and etiology in order to inform the development of more targeted and feasible guidelines for the resumption of work, production and school and other aspects of epidemic control.

—Remarks at a meeting on implementing coordinated steps to fight the COVID-19 outbreak and ensure economic and social development, 23 February

Science and technology are mankind’s most powerful weapon in fighting diseases. Mankind cannot prevail over major disasters and epidemics without scientific advances and technological innovation. Scientific research on COVID-19 should be taken as a priority and most pressing task. It must be advanced under unified leadership and with coordinated efforts across disciplines. Research must be accelerated on the basis of science and security to speedily address major sticking problems in epidemic control and provide strong scientific underpinnings for winning this all-out, people’s war against the epidemic.

We are fighting the epidemic on two fronts: frontline epidemic control and research and production of supplies. Efforts on the two fronts should go in parallel and reinforce each other. 

—Remarks during an inspection of COVID-19 research work in Beijing, 2 March
On International Cooperation

We must provide timely updates on the epidemic and deepen international cooperation.

—Instructions on fighting the COVID-19 outbreak, 20 January
We must give timely updates on the epidemic to WHO, relevant countries and regional organizations, the Hong Kong and Macao SARs and the Taiwan region, and enhance cooperation and make all-out efforts to uphold regional and global public health security.

—Remarks at a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, 25 January

   We need to deepen opening-up and international cooperation. Communication and coordination with economic and trading partners should be strengthened. Top priority must be given to the resumption of production and supply of leading enterprises and key sectors that have a major impact on the stability of global supply chains. Export credit insurance should be better leveraged to support major exporters in resuming operation and production at an early date. It is important to vigorously pursue international cooperation on epidemic control as part of our vision of building a community with a shared future for mankind.

—Remarks at a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, 21 February

   China’s signature strength, resolve and efficiency and its image as a responsible major country have been fully demonstrated in the Chinese people’s fight against the epidemic and highly commended by the global community. It is widely recognized by the world that China’s decisive and forceful measures and its outstanding leadership and ability to respond, organize, mobilize and implement would be impossible in other countries. China has set a standard for epidemic response. 
—Remarks at a meeting on implementing coordinated steps to fight the COVID-19 outbreak and ensure economic and social development, 23 February

   Public health security is a common challenge for humanity and thus requires a joint response from all countries. It is important that China stay in close communication with WHO, share its epidemic control experience with other countries, seek closer international cooperation on medicine and vaccine development, and provide assistance to the best of its capabilities to countries and regions that are affected by the spread of the virus in keeping with its role as a responsible major country.

—Remarks at a meeting on implementing coordinated steps to fight the COVID-19 outbreak and ensure economic and social development, 23 February

   China’s efforts to promote international cooperation on epidemic response is a major embodiment of China’s role as a responsible major country and its pursuit of building a community with a shared future for mankind. It is important to continue to work closely with the WHO, maintain close communication with relevant countries to share experience and coordinate measures on prevention and control, strengthen public diplomacy and communication, and work with other countries to uphold regional and global public health security. 

—Remarks at a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, 26 February

   Public health security is a common challenge for humanity and thus requires a joint response from all countries. As COVID-19 cases have emerged in multiple countries, there is a need to step up communication with the WHO and enhance research cooperation with the countries concerned, particularly those most seriously affected, on source tracing, drugs, vaccines and testing. By sharing research data and information and working on a joint response to the epidemic, we can contribute our wisdom and strength to the building of a community with a shared future for mankind.

—Remarks during an inspection of COVID-19 research work in Beijing, 2 March

Remarks at Diplomatic Events
On Outbreak Control in China    

   On the very first day of the Chinese New Year, I chaired a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee. At the meeting, wide-ranging plans were made to strengthen epidemic response, and a central leading group on outbreak response was set up to enhance overall leadership and command and to provide category-specific guidance to different localities. 

—Meeting WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 28 January

   Out of a strong sense of responsibility toward its own citizens and the international community, the CPC and the Chinese government have taken the most thorough and rigorous measures possible to fight the outbreak. These efforts are producing results. As a nation that has been through many trials and tribulations, China has full confidence, capability and determination to win the battle against the outbreak.
—Meeting Cambodian Prime Minister Samdech Techo Hun Sen, 5 February

Our epidemic response is producing results. Being good at mobilizing resources and equipped with rich experience in handling public health emergencies, China has the confidence and capability to win the battle. 

—Speaking with Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud on the phone, 6 February

In this people’s war against the epidemic, we have mobilized the whole nation, made holistic arrangements, and put up a quick response featuring the most comprehensive and rigorous measures. Our efforts are producing results. China has the confidence and capability to triumph over the epidemic. The Chinese economy’s long-term upward trajectory remains unchanged.

—Speaking with US President Donald Trump on the phone, 7 February
China has leveraged its institutional strengths and started a people’s war against the epidemic. The government has taken the most thorough and rigorous measures, which are producing results. The Chinese are a resilient nation that has emerged stronger from numerous trials and tribulations. The bigger the difficulties and challenges China faces, the more cohesion and fighting spirit the Chinese nation demonstrates. China has the capacity, confidence and determination to not only win a full victory against the epidemic but also meet its economic and social development goals.

—Speaking with Indonesian President Joko Widodo on the phone, 11 February

China has made all-out, nationwide efforts to contain the outbreak. We have staged a people’s war with the most thorough and rigorous control measures. Such efforts are producing results. With its people united as one, with China’s institutional strength in mobilizing resources for major undertakings, with strong material and technological capacities and with rich experience, China has the confidence, capacity and determination to win this battle.

—Speaking with Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani on the phone, 11 February

The Chinese government has made this fight against the outbreak its top priority and has rallied the whole country to confront the challenge with the most comprehensive, rigorous and thorough measures. Such measures are working, as evidenced by low case fatality rates, breakthroughs in therapeutics, and rising cure rates. The Chinese government will continue to lead the nation in winning this battle through confidence, unity, and a science-based and targeted approach. China can and will minimize the impact of the outbreak, shore up its economic momentum, meet the development targets set for this year and get ever closer to its long-term goal.

—Speaking with Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad on the phone, 13 February

China has mobilized all sectors of society and made holistic arrangements in responding to the outbreak. The whole country is united as one in a people’s war against the epidemic. With its strong mobilization capability, composite strengths and experience in handling public health emergencies, China will win this battle. The measures are producing positive results. While doing a good job of epidemic control, the Chinese government is also supporting and facilitating the resumption of work and production by enterprises and public institutions to ensure sufficient provisions. The impact of the epidemic on the Chinese economy will be temporary. We are confident that with strong efforts, we will still meet the targets set for this year’s economic and social development.

—Speaking with French President Emmanuel Macron on the phone, 18 February

Since the outbreak, China has put people’s life and health first, fully leveraged the strengths of the Chinese system, and rallied the whole nation to fight the epidemic with the most comprehensive, rigorous and thorough measures. Such efforts have produced notable results and achieved a positive turn in the situation. Now the fight against the epidemic is at a crucial stage. While making resolute efforts to contain the outbreak, China is also working to minimize its impact. With a resilient economy, robust domestic demand and a strong industrial base, we are confident that we can and will meet this year’s economic and social development goals, in particular the key tasks of securing a decisive victory in establishing a moderately prosperous society in all respects and in eliminating absolute poverty in China.

—Speaking with UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson on the phone, 18 February

The Chinese government has been committed to fighting the epidemic since its outbreak. It has rallied the whole nation in responding to the outbreak with the most comprehensive, rigorous and thorough measures. Such efforts have led to a positive turn in the situation. The epidemic will not undermine the solid foundation for China’s steady development in the long run. We will work to minimize its impact and meet our set economic and social development targets. 

—Speaking with ROK President Moon Jae-in on the phone, 20 February 
Thanks to the tremendous efforts of the health workers and people all across China, we are seeing some positive developments. Not only do we have the confidence, capability and determination to win this battle, we will also minimize its impact and strive to meet this year’s economic and social development targets. While focusing on this immediate challenge to resolutely end the outbreak, we will take a long-term perspective, draw experience from the response, and strengthen our epidemic prevention and control mechanism and the national public health emergency management system.

—Speaking with Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan on the phone, 20 February

Since the outbreak began, I have called for confidence, unity, science-based approach and targeted response as guidelines for China’s epidemic control efforts. We have rallied the whole nation and adopted a string of unprecedented measures to contain and mitigate the epidemic and treat the sick. These extraordinary measures are delivering substantial results. 

—Writing back to Bill Gates to thank the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation for supporting China’s epidemic response, 20 February

Since the outbreak, China has put people’s life and health first, fully leveraged the strengths of the Chinese system, and adopted the most comprehensive, rigorous and thorough measures to curb the spread of the virus. Such efforts have led to a positive turn in the situation nationwide. China has the confidence, capability and determination to overcome the epidemic. While making every effort for epidemic control, we are also working for the orderly restart of work and production to ensure sustained and sound economic and social development.

—Speaking with Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan of Abu Dhabi of the UAE on the phone, 25 February

Out of a strong sense of responsibility for the life and health of its own people and that of the world community, China has activated a national response mechanism and taken the most comprehensive, thorough and rigorous measures. Our efforts are producing notable results, leading to a positive turn in the trajectory of the epidemic. The epidemic will not undermine the solid foundation of China’s steady development in the long run. Not only do we have the confidence, capability and determination to win this battle, we will also minimize its impact and strive to meet this year’s economic and social development targets.

—Speaking with Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali on the phone, 25 February

Since the outbreak, the Chinese Communist Party and government have given top priority to epidemic control. On the basis of nation-wide mobilization, we adopted the most comprehensive, thorough and rigorous measures in no time. We set up a central leading group on outbreak response and sent a central command group to Hubei to make sure that the instructions, orders and resource allocation are coordinated at the national level and fully delivered on the ground. Thanks to the united, extraordinary efforts of the Chinese people, the positive momentum achieved in epidemic control is expanding. We have full confidence, capacity and determination to triumph over the epidemic.

—Meeting Mongolian President Khaltmaagiin Battulga, 27 February

China has all along been coordinating efforts to fight the outbreak on the one hand and ensure economic and social development on the other to minimize the impact of the epidemic. In light of the epidemic risk and control dynamics of different regions, we have adopted a targeted, categorized and region-specific approach in resuming work and production. Efforts have also been made to step up agricultural production in a timely way and meet people’s basic needs. With a highly resilient economy, vast domestic demand and a solid industrial foundation, we will strive to achieve the targets of economic and social development set for this year, particularly the key tasks of securing a decisive victory in building a moderately prosperous society in all respects and in poverty reduction.

—Meeting Mongolian President Khaltmaagiin Battulga, 27 February
I have personally taken charge of the nationwide response, and the whole country is waging a united battle against the outbreak. The most comprehensive, rigorous and thorough measures have been taken. Our approach is to ensure early detection, reporting, quarantine and treatment, and patients in severe conditions are admitted to the facilities where the best resources and professionals are pooled to enable effective treatment. Our primary task now is to raise admission and cure rates and lower infection and fatality rates. Thanks to these extraordinary efforts, the situation is increasingly trending in a positive direction. We are confident that we can and we will end the outbreak in China.

—Speaking with Cuban President Miguel Díaz-Canel on the phone, 28 February

The Chinese nation, who had seen many trials and tribulations, has never been crushed. The outbreak’s impact on the Chinese economy will be short-lived. The fundamentals of the economy will remain strong in the long run. We are taking coordinated steps to both contain the outbreak and promote economic and social development. Even as we make solid, unremitting efforts to control the outbreak, we are adopting a range of policies to steadily restore normal production and life and strive to achieve this year’s targets for economic and social development. 

—Speaking with Cuban President Miguel Díaz-Canel on the phone, 28 February

The COVID-19 outbreak is a major public health emergency for China, one that is fastest spreading, most widely affecting and most difficult to contain since the founding of the People’s Republic in 1949. I have personally taken charge of the nationwide response, and the whole country is waging a united battle against the outbreak. The most comprehensive, rigorous and thorough measures have been taken. Thanks to these extraordinary efforts, the situation is increasingly trending in a positive direction. We are confident that we can and will end the outbreak in China.

—Speaking with Chilean President Sebastián Piñera on the phone, 28 February
The Chinese nation, who had seen many trials and tribulations, has never been crushed. The outbreak’s impact on the Chinese economy will be short-lived and generally manageable. The fundamentals of the economy will remain strong in the long run. Even as we make solid, unremitting efforts to control the outbreak, we are adopting a range of policies to steadily restore normal production and life and strive to achieve this year’s targets for economic and social development.

—Speaking with Chilean President Sebastián Piñera on the phone, 28 February

On International Cooperation

Since the outbreak began, China has taken rigorous prevention and control measures, released epidemic-related information promptly, and kept the WHO and relevant countries and regions updated about the situation. China stands ready to work with the international community to effectively respond to the epidemic and safeguard global health security.

—Speaking with French President Emmanuel Macron on the phone, 22 January

China stands ready to work more closely with Germany, the WHO and the rest of the international community.

—Speaking with German Chancellor Angela Merkel on the phone, 22 January

The virus is a devil that must be denied a hiding place. The Chinese government has been providing timely updates on epidemic-related information in the spirit of openness, transparency and responsibility, responding to the concerns of various parties, and enhancing cooperation with the international community. The WHO plays an important role in coordinating global public health endeavors, and China values its cooperation with the organization. China welcomes the WHO’s participation in the epidemic control, and has hosted a field trip to Wuhan by WHO experts. China will work with the WHO and the international community to safeguard regional and global public health security. I am convinced that the WHO and the international community will make an objective, unbiased, cool-headed and rational assessment of the outbreak.

—Meeting WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 28 January

China will work more closely with Cambodia and other countries in the spirit of openness and transparency to respond collectively and effectively to the epidemic and uphold public health security in the region and beyond.

—Meeting Cambodian Prime Minister Samdech Techo Hun Sen, 5 February


The robust measures are taken not only for the health of China’s own people but also as a great contribution to global public safety. We encourage other countries to stay informed of and act on WHO’s advice on travel and health. China will work with Saudi Arabia and other countries in the spirit of openness and transparency to respond collectively and effectively to the epidemic and maintain public health security in the region and beyond.

—Speaking with Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud on the phone, 6 February

China is committed to protecting the lives and health of not only its own people but also other people around the world. With openness, transparency and a sense of responsibility, China has kept the WHO, the United States and other countries and regions updated, and has invited WHO and other experts to conduct field visits in Wuhan.

It takes joint efforts from all countries to contain epidemics. The fight against the novel coronavirus outbreak has come to a crucial stage. China and the US should maintain communication and strengthen coordination to jointly control the epidemic.

—Speaking with US President Donald Trump on the phone, 7 February


Guided by the vision of a community with a shared future for mankind, China is fulfilling its responsibility for the life and health of its own people and for global public health. China will work more closely with Indonesia and other countries to contain the epidemic in the spirit of openness and transparency, and safeguard regional and global public health security.

—Speaking with Indonesian President Joko Widodo on the phone, 11 February


China is not only protecting the life and health of its own people but also contributing to global public health security. China’s effective response has averted the further spread of the virus in the world. We encourage other countries to follow and act on the WHO’s travel and health recommendations.

—Speaking with Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani on the phone, 11 February

By making an aggressive response to the outbreak, China is not only protecting the health of its own people but also contributing to global public health, which is fully recognized by the WHO and countries around the world. Guided by the vision of a community with a shared future for mankind, we will continue to strengthen cooperation with the international community to defeat the epidemic. China will work more closely with Malaysia and all other ASEAN countries in the spirit of openness and transparency to curb the spread of the virus and uphold public health security in this region.

—Speaking with Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad on the phone, 13 February

China is not only protecting the lives and health of its own people, but also showing a strong sense of responsibility for global public health security. China has been working with France and other countries in an open and transparent manner to deal with the outbreak. China hopes to strengthen cooperation with France in the field of health and work together to ensure public health security at regional and international levels.

—Speaking with French President Emmanuel Macron on the phone, 18 February

Guided by the vision of a community with a shared future for mankind, China is acting with a sense of responsibility not only for the life and health of its own people, but also for global public health. China’s tremendous efforts have effectively curbed the spread of the epidemic to other parts of the world. China will continue to cooperate with the UK and the rest of the international community in a spirit of openness and transparency.

—Speaking with UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson on the phone, 18 February

China’s robust epidemic response is meant not only as a protection for the life and health of the Chinese people but also as a contribution to global public health. China will continue to keep up communication and cooperation with the ROK and other countries in an open and transparent manner so as to jointly combat the epidemic and promote the health and well-being of people around the world.

—Speaking with ROK President Moon Jae-in on the phone, 20 February

We are resolute in protecting the life and health of the people of China, and of all countries around the world. We are determined to do our part to uphold global public health security.

To prevail over a disease that threatens all, unity and cooperation is the most powerful weapon. I look forward to enhanced coordination and concerted efforts in the international community for the sake of health and well-being of all.

—Writing back to Bill Gates to thank the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation for supporting China’s epidemic response, 20 February

Guided by the vision of a community with a shared future for mankind, China is making every effort not only to protect the life and health of its own people, but also contribute to global public health security. With an open, transparent and responsible attitude, the Chinese government has been releasing timely information on the epidemic, actively responding to various concerns, and stepping up cooperation with the international community. 

—Speaking with Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan of Abu Dhabi of the UAE on the phone, 25 February

African countries also face some challenges in epidemic control. China stands ready to provide additional, urgently needed medical supplies including test reagent. China is also prepared to speed up the implementation of the health care initiative, one of the eight initiatives announced at the FOCAC Beijing Summit, advance work on building the African Center for Disease Control and Prevention, and step up China-Africa cooperation on public health and disease prevention and control.

—Speaking with Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali on the phone, 25 February

Guided by the vision of a community with a shared future for mankind, China is working with a sense of responsibility both for the life and health of its own people and for global public health. With an open, transparent and responsible attitude, we have actively engaged in international cooperation against the outbreak, and our efforts have been highly recognized by the WHO and the international community. China will continue to strengthen cooperation with Mongolia and other countries to effectively contain the epidemic and safeguard regional and global public health security.

—Meeting Mongolian President Khaltmaagiin Battulga, 27 February

China’s response is guided by the recognition that mankind is a community with a shared future. To limit the further spread of the virus, the Chinese side has acted in an open, transparent and responsible manner in sharing timely information with the WHO and the global community, actively responding to various concerns, and seeking cooperation with the rest of the world. Our efforts are recognized by the WHO and the international community. China will continue to work with Cuba in health, medicine and epidemic prevention and control.

—Speaking with Cuban President Miguel Díaz-Canel on the phone, 28 February

China’s response is guided by the recognition that mankind is a community of shared destiny. To limit the further spread of the virus, the Chinese side has acted in an open, transparent and responsible manner in sharing timely information with the WHO and the global community, actively responding to various concerns, and seeking cooperation with the rest of the world.

—Speaking with Chilean President Sebastián Piñera on the phone, 28 February
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